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In Japan, Cyperaceae plants are found growing everywhere, from the seashore to alpine regions. They are especially common in wetlands along lakes and rivers. Twenty-six genera and about 500 species have been recorded in Japan. Over 300 species have been recorded in the Japanese genus Carex, the largest genus of flowering plants in Japan, speciated in various habitats. For example, Carex stenantha and C. oxyandra grow on the ridges of alpine regions, and C. kobomugi and C. boottiana are found along seacoasts. About half of the species of the genus Carex are endemic to Japan. Although genera besides Carex have fewer species, they present many taxonomic difficulties and many hybrids. Information on habitats is important for taxonomic studies of Cyperaceae, because each species has peculiar habitats or geographic distributions.


This book covers almost all the Japanese species, including those of the Nansei Islands of Kagoshima and Okinawa Prefectures and the Ogasawara Archipelago of Tokyo Prefecture. Plant names follow Akiyama (1950), Kitamura, Murata, and Koyama (1964), Satake et al. (1982), Yonekura and Kajita (2003–), Katsuyama (2005), and Govaerts and Simpson (2007). 

We used living plants to draw almost all species, but when we could not get living plants, we also used dried specimens. Mariko Nishimoto drew all the illustrations for this book. After publishing Illustrated Sedges of Okayama, we planned to publish an illustrated work on the sedges of all of Japan, and it took us about 10 years to realize this plan. Details of inflorescences, spikes, scales, perigynia, and achenes are illustrated in this book. English descriptions are also added for foreign researchers. 
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